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a prevalent type of human conduct, and more or less mixes
itself with the steadiest execution of preconceived aims:
nor do we ever hesitate to judge men by the natural
language it puts forth, and to regulate by it the direction
and intensity of our appreciation of them. The mere
unintentional overflow of good affections, the unconscious
tact of a pure and gentle heart, the scorn of temptation
which makes no reckoning with the future but simply flings
aside a present solicitation, are regarded with spontaneous
respect and approbation by all observers. It is only by
fixing attention on the conscious principle instead of the
contemplated tendency of action, that interpretation and
defence can be found of this natural sentiment.

Finally, before dismissing our comparison of the two
rules, it may be well to point out the true function and
place of Bentham's. l Is there no room] I may be asked,
' in morals for the computation of pleasurable and painful
consequences at all?7 Undoubtedly there is: in two ways
First, the computation is already more or less involved in
the preference of this or that spring of action; for in pro-
portion as the springs of action are self-conscious, they
contemplate their own effects, and judgment upon them is
included in our judgment on the disposition. Secondly:
when the principle of action has been selected, to the
exclusion of all competitors, the problem may still be
indeterminate; because, under the given external condi-
tions, the very same principle may express and satisfy itself
in various methods: the benevolence, for example, which
in one man is foolish and defeats itself, in another is wise
and accomplishes its ends. The choice of means by which
to carry out the workings of a spring of conduct can be
made only by consideration of consequences. This sub-
sidiary rule, however, must be regarded as rather of an
intellectual than of a moral nature, for if a man err in its
application, he will be mistaken only, and will not be
a proper object of disapprobation. Thus, in the solution
of all ethical problems, we have successive recourse to two
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